4                                    PREFACE
some confused exposition, and some positive mistakes. It is due to
him, however, to say that his warnings have now and then been
disregarded, when it seemed that brevity or some other advantage
could be secured without great risk of misunderstanding.
The Oxford English Dictionary itself has been1 of much service.
On all questions of vocabulary, even if so slightly handled as in the
first chapter of this book, that great work is now indispensable,
HLW.F.   F.G.F.
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION
IN this edition new examples have been added or substituted here
and there.
PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION
AT the end of a quarter century, during which the sales of our book
have maintained a yearly average of nearly two thousand copies, I am
bound, in presenting a third edition, to thank the public for so un-
expected a continuance of favour. To authors so didactic as our-
selves, however, a greater joy than that of surviving a quarter century
would be any evidence of having proved persuasive. But such
evidence is extremely difficult to find, or to rely upon when found*
It has sometimes seemed to us, and to me since my brother's death,
that some of the conspicuous solecisms once familiar no longer met
our eyes daily in the newspapers. Could it be that we had contributed
to their rarity ? or was the rarity imaginary, and was the truth merely
that we had ceased to be on the watch ? I do not know; but a glimmer
of hope has made the present revision, with occasional notes and
changes, an agreeable task.
H.W.F,
September, 1930.